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How To Use The Big Picture Curriculum

Thank you for buying our curriculum!  These lessons are geared toward 1st through 6th grades.  However
almost all of the Bible stories are in The Beginner Bible and we’ve found that the teaching easily adapts to
Pre-K and Kindergarten ages.

Each volume contains thirteen lessons, enough for three months and a “fifth” Sunday.

There are four lessons per month that illustrate and emphasize the monthly theme (one for each Sunday of the
month): Old Testament lesson, New Testament lesson, Spirit lesson, and Creativity lesson.  The lesson plans
include the following:

Five core components:
● “�Theme” for the month and how it relates to that week’s lesson.
● “�This Month’s Verse” will include a monthly verse that ties into to the main theme.
● “�Let’s Chat” is a preliminary discussion section that will include questions or ideas that grab the

children’s attention and introduce the lesson for the day.
● “�Let’s Learn, Let’s Listen or Let’s Create” is basically the main teaching for the day.

○ If you are teaching an Old or New Testament lesson, it will include thought provoking questions that
relate directly to the day’s Bible story.

○ If you are teaching the Spirit lesson, this is the activation portion of the lesson. (For help on how to
teach the Spirit lesson, check out the last two pages of the book.)

○ If you are leading the Creativity lesson, this is where the day’s activity is tied to the prior weeks’
teaching and the instructions are given.

● “�Action Plan” will be an activity that emphasizes what the children learned or experienced that day. (If
you are teaching the Creativity Lesson, this section will include your list of necessary materials.)

● In addition to the core components, the following sections are included:
○ A note for parents to be sent home with the children at the beginning of each month.
○ Two “Bright Idea” sections.  We use the “Bright Idea” sections for thoughts, ideas or activities that will

complement the day’s lesson. This is not usually integral to the teaching but may be used in addition
to the main teaching.  It may be a recommendation for an extra-curricular activity to prepare the
teacher for the lesson, an additional action plan or a helpful suggestion.

○ The section entitled “Core Values” at the top of the following page will usually reflect some basic
beliefs or “core values” that we believe equips the teachers and enriches their teaching experience.
(“Core Values” might also be used as extra space for additional action plans or discussion questions.)

○ An illustration that you can reproduce and use in place of the action plan or as a time filler before or
after class.

● The Fifth Sunday lessons are provided to be used for any month in the quarter that has more than four
Sundays.  They are stand alone lessons that follow the same basic format as the other lessons.  (Fifth
Sundays can also become an opportunity for building relationships by just playing games together.)

Again, thank you for allowing us to partner with you as you raise up the next generation of history makers.
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The theme for this month teaches
that God has power to create.  This
creation story from Genesis
illustrates how He can take nothing
and make something spectacular!

Lesson #1
�Theme-

God is the Master
of Creation! Prepare your students for today's

lesson by engaging them in
conversation.  Allow the children to
respond to your questions and
observations.

Today we're going to learn about creating!

Are YOU creative?  What are some of the ways

that you like to express your creativity?

Let's look at any chair.  How did it come to

be a chair?  Did it just happen or did someone

make it? Can anyone make something out of

nothing?

Talk about what it takes to make a chair

i.e. creativity, materials, a design or plans,

tools, etc.

Discuss what it takes to make a “living

thing” like a tree or a bird . . .

Prior to today's lesson, read the first

chapter of Genesis.

Try asking God to reveal the wonder of His

creation to you through a child's eyes.

Ask Him what in His creation makes Him

happy.
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Have the children sit at a

table with no paint or paper -

ask them to create a picture of

the world that God created.

They will quickly realize how

difficult it is to create

something out of nothing.  God

IS the master of creation!

Pass out watercolor paints,

brushes, and paper and let

them express their creativity by

painting a part of the creation

story or a self-portrait.

Transition from conversation to
instruction.

How did the world come into being? (after letting

them respond, invite them to read the creation

story in Genesis 1:1 -2:2.)

Ensure your students learn this month's
theme by asking the follow-up questions.

Do you think anyone other than God could have

created the whole world?

Why do you think that God created people?

Do you believe that God created you?

If we're made in God's image, what are some of

the things about you that reflect a creative God?

If you have time after the action plan, have the

class create a declaration for the week from

today's teaching.

 For example:

I declare that I am GOOD because God made me!

They can write it on index cards and take them

home to declare over themselves every day this

week to help them remember God's goodness in

them.

We want to emphasize the gold

that God has hidden in every

person - His image.  One way to do

that with your class is to discuss

with the children the variety of

things that God created in the

story.

If they don't bring it up, be sure

to point out that everything God

created "was good."

Follow up with "So if God

created you, do you think ‘it was

good?' Why or why not?"

Emphasizing the lesson through activity.





“I just want to see your face!”

That was the cry of my heart several years ago as I attended a spiritual revival conference in Pasadena.  After

receiving ministry at the end of one session, I heard God speak clearly into my heart - “To see my face, look in the

faces of the children

at your church.  They are a vital part of My body and they reflect my face!”

 That revelation changed everything for me.  I now saw our children as spiritual people filled with God’s spirit.

That began a search for ways to equip them to take hold of their identities as children of God while still allowing

them to be children.  The lessons in our curriculum reflect the answers we’ve come up with in response to that

search.  I sincerely hope that this material blesses you and gives you tools to raise up a generation of world

changers in your area!

But Jesus called the children to him and said,

“Let the little children come to me,

and do not hinder them,

for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.

I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive

the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”

Luke 18:16-17(NIV)

Bert and Nancy Boyd are the senior leaders of Grace of

God Fellowship, a growing church located in Dinuba,

California, where God's love, hope, joy and healing

abound!

Grace of God Fellowship is an affiliate of Global Legacy

from Bethel Church in Redding, CA and The River

International Revival Network in Orangeville, CA.

 www.igogod.org


